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he Politics of 


Does Abortion Exploit 

A critical review 


Women? Reproduction 



by Kristin Norget 

On January 30, U Vic's Stu- 
dents' Against Abortion spon- 
sored a talk given by Christine 
Munson, a representative of the 
American-born organization 
WEBA (Women Exploited by 
Abortion). The theme of the 
meeting was "How Abortion 
Exploits Women". 

WEBA, formed by women 
who have had abortions, yet 
who regret their decision, aims 
to "educate all women about 
the effects of abortion with the 
hope they would seek an alter- 
native". WEBA members claim 
that many women are delibe- 
rately lied to regarding the reali- 
ty of abortion and its psycho- 
logical and physical effects. 


Thus, one of WEBA's principle 
under-ta kings consists of pro- 
viding pre-and also post abor- 
tion counselling. 

Christine presented the au- 
dience with her own experience 
of abortion and the way in 
which she personally feels she 
was exploited. Raised in "a 
good Catholic home", birth 
control was denied Christine. 


When she became pregnant at 
age sixteen, feelings of fear and 
confusion made her wait a rela- 
tively lengthy period before 
seeking professional help. Upon 
consulting a doctor, she was 
told that "it was definitely abor- 
tion that., .(she) needed." Chris- 
tine felt that the physician be- 
lieved that she "was bad and 
therefore he had the right to kill 
(her) unborn child". 

% 


Although Christine decided 
abortion was wrong for her, her 
mother would not permit her to 
keep the child. Confusion, pain 
and anger moved Christine to 
terminate her pregnancy. Six- 
teen weeks pregnant by this 
time, her only recourse was a 
saline abortion. 

With saline abortion, an 
abortion-causing solution is in- 
jected into the amniotic sac and 
several hours later contractions 
cause the fetus and placenta to 
be expelled. Christine's depic- 
tion of her abortion described a 
grisly, horrifying experience. 
Afterwards, without support of 
family or friends, guilt-ridden 
and depressed, she quit school 


and drifted into a life of drugs 
and promiscuity. Now, 1 0 years 
later, at age twenty-six, she 
feels she has finally learned to 
overcome her guilt and an ex- 
tremely negative self-image, 
and wants to deter others from 
"making the same mistake" 
that she did. Christine believes 
that women are exploited with 
regards to abortion in the 
following ways: 

— Women are lied to about the 
pain experienced by those who 
undergo abortion 

— Women are lied to when 
they are fold that abortion is 
safe 

— Women are being deceived 
when told that there are few 
psychological problems after an 
abortion. 


Christine believes that in 
short, women are exploited by 
the existence of the choice it- 
self, WEBA literature states that 
"abortion is a cop-out and a 
denial of your rights as a 
woman". If pregnant, "you de- 
serve the dignity of facing up to 
your pregnancy like a woman, 
rather than being cheated out 
of possibly the most beautiful, 
rewarding and maturing exper- 
ience of your life". Following 
her abortion Christine believed 
that she would "burn in hell 
when.. .(she) died". 

A woman's feelings after an 
abortion are integrally related to 
her reasons for having an abor- 
tion in the first place. Christine 
describes herself as a very emo- 
tionally unstable individual 
when she decided to abort and 
was clearly ambivalent about 
her choice. Her feelings after 
the abortion are not suprising 


considering the lack of emo- 
tional support offered her be- 
fore and after her experience. 

However, all women who 
have abortions do not undergo 
the same psychological and 
physical turmoil that Christine 
did. Emotionally, a saline abor- 
tion can be a harrowing exper- 
ience as a woman feels contrac- 
tions like giving birth, but deli- 
vers a dead fetus. Thus, the 
physical pain of such an abor- 
tion is also similar to that of the 
normal birthing process. Risks 
and complications for a saline 
abortion are higher than for 
earlier abortions. 

First trimester curettage or 
suction abortions comprise the 
overwhelming majority of abor- 
tions performed in Canada and 
the U.S. Because an anasthetic 

con't page 3 


by Julia 

The first wave of feminism 
was characterized by sexual 
liberation. A liberated woman 
could have guilt-free, 
consequence-free sex, just like 
a man I Mary O'Brien says, in 
The Politics of Reproduction , 
"Women soon discovered that 
the emphasis on sexual libera- 
tion did little to create feminist 
consciousness . , , in fact it in- 
creased the personal sense of 
sexuality as commodity, of 
women as sex-objects." (p. 
190) 

Embracing the value of free 
sexual gratification led many 
women to devalue "unfree 
reproduction." We were on the 
brink of despising and under- 
mining the very thing that gives 
us power as women: creation 
of life. O'Brien argues, that op- 
pression of women stems from 
men's alienation from the 
reproductive process, reflected 
in their need to produce goods 
and history. To understand the 
politics of reproduction is to 
understand men's need to 
dominate. We must guard 
against men's appropriation of 
children, the products of our 
reproductive labour. Men claim 
children and lineage to be their 
own on the shakiest of 
evidence, A man can only be 
sure that the child is his if he is 
absolutely positive that his wife 
received sperm from no other 
man. Recognize that men con- 
trol women for the sake of our 
reproductive capacity l To 
reclaim control of our bodies 
and reproduction is to reclaim 
our power. 

Many women now are 
choosing to have children in- 
dependently of men. It fulfills 
both political and biological 
needs. But, O'Brien argues that 
we must be careful not to 
aleinate men even further from 
the reproductive realm. If the 
ultimate goal of feminism is to 
achieve a change in the social 
structure involving both men 
and women, 'praxis', uniting 
theory and practice, must 
reflect this goal. For women 
outside heterosexual relation- 
ships, who have children or 
want to have children, the 
ultimate feminist goal of uniting 
women and men is f rought with 
conflict. 


When she became pregnant at age 1 6 
jfeelings of fear and confusion made 
her wait a relatively lengthy period of 
Itime before seeking professional help. 
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Stepping Out of Line, A Workbook on Lesbianism and Feminism 
by Nym Hughes , Yvonne Johnson , and Yvette Perreault 
{ Press Gang Publishers, 603 Powell Street, Vancouver , B.C.) 1984 

by Judy Andrew 

“A lesbian is a woman who prefers other women on many levels: 
sexually, emotionally, intellectually, psychically — and who defines 
herself as a lesbian,” From Stepping Out of Line. 

Stepping Out of Line, "the creation of the lesbian and feminist 
communities of British Columbia/' is a project spanning back 10 
years. Over 1 00 women have contributed their stories, resources, 
and support to this workbook. 

No woman can afford to dismiss the connection between the 
oppression of women and the oppression of lesbians. Stepping 
Out of Line focuses on that connection, Lesbians are a threat to 
the structure of society as it stands now because of the implicit 
rejection of male control over women's lives and bodies. Woman- 
loving is negated in a society that worships the male ego. Any 
woman who is assertive and independent can be threatened with 
the label of lesbian, as a way of keeping her in line. 

The workbook is divided into two main categories: "The 
Workshop" and "Organizing for Change." 

"The Workshop" offers a malleable structure that will help all 
workshop participants feel safe to express themselves. It creates 
an environment of warmth and support by ensuring that guidelines 
such as conf identiality and commitment to the group are agreed 
upon before the workshop starts. Participants are encouraged to 
feel, because, as the book states, "breaking the silence on les- 
bianism can be very intense." Participants may have repressed 
their feelings about lesbianism. Each person is told that their limits 
will be respected, 

A process of defining what lesbianism means personally for each 
individual begins. It is through this process that the real defini- 
tion of a lesbian and the dispelling myths can begin to take place. 

The workshop links personal experiences with societal struc- 
tures. Certain prevailing ideologies, such as Individualism and 
Christianity, are examined critically to determine how they op- 
press women. The workshop moves towards developing a vision 
for a society which respects differences and capabilities and does 
not oppress people due to our sex, race, class, disability, or sex- 
ual orientation. The goal of developing feminist consciousness is 
to took critically at the imbalance of power and to develop means 
of redefining power, 

"Organizing for Change" speaks to women from personal 
voices; how you know you are a lesbian, dealing with the medical 
profession, protection on the job, violence against lesbians, dealing 
with families and friends, lovers and sexuality, to name a few. 
This is vital information for people interested in the lives of les- 
bians, and is used in conjunction with the workshop. 

The powerful documentation tells women that our voices count 
and deserve to be heard. It compelis all readers to act towards 
stopping oppression now. 

Stepping Out of Line provides concrete strategies towards work- 
ing for change. It provides somewhere to start. There are 
resources included to encourage connection and networking with 
other lesbian/feminist organizations. After each section there is 
a "Further reading" list. 

The authors acknowledge the lack of coverage they give to les- 
bians of working class and different racial backgrounds. Un- 
doubtedly, it is a shortcoming of the book, and a criticism that 
prevails in the feminist movement. 

The original idea for the workshop came about at a 1974 
meeting of the lesbian caucus of British Columbia Federation of 
Women (BCFW). The caucus was created because lesbian rights 
were not visible within the policy of that feminist organization. 
Thirty women gathered together determined to make people aware 
of the specific harrassment they suffered because they were les- 
bians, but also to make it understood that any feminist analysis 
must include the experience of lesbians. Consciousness-raising 
workshops to dispell myths and fears were developed and even- 
tually compiled into Stepping Out of Line . 
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The politics of reproduction 
con't from page 1 


As a lesbian feminist, who 
wants to have children, I find 
myself stuck in a dilemma. If 1 
have a child, it is because 1 
want to fulfill my maternal 
desires and because I believe 
that it represents the ultimate 
power of women, I must con- 
sider, then, how my action fits 
into the ultimate goal of 
feminism. Do I need to include 
a man in my life, not for the pur- 
pose of obtaining sperm but 
because men need to feel part 
of the process? I really have no 
need of a man save for the 
donation of sperm. I have a 
strong family of women; a sup- 
portive and creative environ- 
ment for raising a child. 

Mary O'Brien argues against 
separatism. The last paragraph 
from her book, The Politics of 
Reproduction, reads: 

Finally, the integration of 
women on equal terms into 
the productive process is a 
necessary but not sufficient 
condition of liberation. 
Liberation a iso depends On 
the reintegration of men on 
equal terms into reproduc- 
tive process. Perhaps one 
might have the temerity to 
rephrase one of Marx 's more 
celebrated pronouncements. 
In a rational human society , 
people will be producers in 
the morning , child carers in 
the afternoon , and critical 
critics in the evening , Only 
then can men and women 
abandon a long preoccupa- 
tion with sleeping together 
in favour of being awake 
together, (p. 21 Oh 
If I am concerned with the 
greater goals of feminism, the 
unity of men and women in 
reproduction for the transfor- 
mation of the world, must I 
share my children with men? 

! am still not prepared to 
answer 'yes' to this question, 
but neither does 'no' feel com- 
fortable, I cannot match theory 
and practice yet, and until I can, 
'praxis' is unattainable. 
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The reason for Christine's 
pregnancy perfectly exemplifies 
this; her mother wouldn't per- 
mit birth control for her daugh- 
ter on religious and "moral" 
grounds. 

In a 1 980 comparison study 
of adolescent females atten- 
ding Canadian birth control 
clinics, E.S. Herold and M,S, 
Goodwin found that among 1 6- 
17 year olds, 32 percent were 
sexually active. Yet were not 
using any form of birth control 
because they were afraid their 
parents might find out they 
were using contraception. Thir- 
ty percent of the same group 
stated their reason for not us- 
ing birth control was fear of 
consulting a physician. Clearly, 
parental guidance, birth control 
counselling and services must 
be made available for those 
teens who are sexually active 
before the number of abortions 
among teens can be reduced. 

The pro-choice faction advo- 
cates an educated, informed 
choice for the pregnant woman. 
"Choice" does not mean the 
choice to have an abortion — 
but rather the choice to have 
one or not to have one — a 
choice that a woman must be 
prepared to live with either 
way. 


Emily Dickinson 
1 830-1 886 

Born in 
Massachusetts, 
Emily Dickinson liv- 
ed an outwardly 
uneventful life. She 
remained in her 
father's house, liv- 
ing as a spinster 
daughter, and spent 
most of her time in 
her room. She pro- 
duced 1 ,775 poems 
which she bound in 
booklets with a dar- 
ning needle and 
carefully placed in 
trunks to be found, 
read, and published 
after her death. She 
called it a “A letter 
to the world." 
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Among your nutmeg thighs 
my corn silk spine 
your rose lips fall 
caught 

by thymely verbs 
your carob tips 
taste 

my hungry words 


He said he loved you. 

He cried and said he was sorry and he'd never hurt you 
again. 

He said he'd stop drinking and go for help. 

But it happened again. 

He brought you roses 

He begged for your forgiveness and said he'd never hit you 
again 

But it happened again 

He threw his supper on the floor. 

He left and came back to curse and beat you. 

He said he was sorry and blamed it on his boss. 

He asked you to give him one more chance. 

But it happened again. 

TEN YEARS HAVE COME AND GONE. 

He still promises — it will never happen again. 


WHERE 1 S THE BEATS? 

Come find out if . . . 


— - makes the best m tiffins 

— is non smoking 

— is THE vegetarian restaurant 

1219 WHARF ST. 


Abortion 

con’t from page 1 

is used in first trimester abor- 
tions, any pain that may be ex- 
perienced is minimal. According 
to a pamphlet on abortion pro- 
duced by the Birth Control, 

"The risk of dying 
from a legal abor- 
tion in Canada is 
less than the risk 
of dying from 
delivering a 
baby." 

V.D., and Abortion Information 
and Referral Service, "the most 
immediate complication (of 
abortion) is damage to the 
womb. Such damage will occur 
in well under one percent of the 
cases". The risk of dying from 
a legal abortion in Canada is 
less than the risk of dying from 
delivering a baby", 

Margaret Prevost of Vic- 
toria's Birth Control Clinic feels 
that second trimester (saline) 
abortions very often would not 
be necessary if the law was 
amended to make abortion 
more accessible. For women in 
small isolated communities 


where there are no clinics or 
hopsitals performing abortion 
and/or physician who is willing 
to help them, by the time they 
find a doctor and a facility, they 
are frequently into their second 
trimester. 

A woman who receives ade- 
quate counselling regarding her 
pregnancy, and who obtains 
support once her decision is 
made, has less reason to agon- 
ize about the pregnancy. This 
could eliminate the need for a 
second trimester abortion 
(should she decide to end her 
pregnancy). 

In Victoria it is left up to the 
discretion of the physician per- 
forming the abortion what 
counselling is provided. Accor- 
ding to Margaret Prevost, a 

woman receiving pregnancy 
test at the Birth Control Clinic, 
is always given counselling. 
Donna Denman, nurse at UVic's 
Health Services says that staff 
provide unbiased information 
and counselling for the preg- 
nant woman and are supportive 
of whatever choice she makes, 

Christine Munson states that 
abortion is a "sin" and symp- 
tom of "the moral disorder of 
our society" . But as one mem- 
ber of the audience pointed out. 


it essential to consider the 
"social sins" which cause wo- 
men to turn to abortion. For ex- 
ample, the fact that single 
mothers comprise one of the 
poorest socio-economic groups 
in Canada, and that women 
seek abortion after being raped. 

In a WE8A pamphlet is one 
woman's statement; "The man 
who raped me took a few min- 
utes of my life, but I took my 
baby's entire life... I perpetrated 
the worse crime". In agreement 
a WEBA pregnancy counsellor 
says, "when a woman is think- 
ing about having an abortion... 
we tell her: nothing man has 
ever done to woman compares 
to what woman has done to 
herself through abortion". 
Though Reagan claims to be a 
"pro-life", it is known that the 
U.S. provides aid to military re- 
gimes such as those in El Salva- 
dor and Guatemala who are res- 
ponsible for the death of thou- 
sands of innocent women and 
children. 

Ignorance regarding birth 
control is the source of unex- 
pected teen pregnancies like 
Christine's. Avenues of com- 
munication concerning this 
issue are still fairly restricted. 
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evolve evolute evolution 
evolve & join an evolution 
of love 

but 

2 evolute (evoluteetulove) is 
2 have yourself eeten alive 
from the inner eoure out 
(tho' you are oblivious 2 
the fact & it soon becomes 
2 late 2 save your self 
from being devoured 
completely) 


II 

if all I need is love 
(evoluteetulove} 

2 be an evolver 
(an evolute-er) 
by whatwhere who 
can ! evolute 
(4 love is evasive & 
refuses 2 seek me out) 

I am worn & weary from 
trying 2 discover 
my veritable evolute-er 
re-evolove-er 
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evolute evolute 
lutte 

a fight of 
(to find 
nurture 
sustain) 

LOVE 

(whateveritisperceived2be 

bywhoeverseeksorholdsit) 


She says she's superior to me 
as she relays how she was 
raped and battered — 
left naked in the street. 


It happened to me t£ 

But — she d 
she does 

She gives^ne arti* 
pornography. 
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for tire sex 


For My Father 


by Michelle Escham 


Your letter gives no answers, 
no explanations, 
and thank God, no apology, 
only that question, “How are 
you?" 

W^arcaTN^tell you, living 
deadi 

bgWv^Wfh the same old 
jrk ol]r your face. 

lat I might have tried 
you more 
i f l f d t hoifcht you cared? 
counktel 1 ybythe last time 
you caNe t^>^y bedroom, 
hen f screaked 
and you laugr 
but left without touching me, 
the whole time my hand held 
a knife underneath my 
pillow. 


Or about the time I hid in that 
oak in our yard, 
with the steel marble in my 
slingshot trained on your 
temple 

for almost an hour while you 
slept in the sun. 

I used to kill grouse from ten 
yards, 

you were only fifteen feet 
away. 

What can I tell you? 

Every time I cut myself, l 
rejoice! 

IK^ a little more of you left 
?lpless in a band-aid 
Whal can I tell you? 

You'r\ dead, it's over, for 
you' 

J\von't)begrudge you the 
sace\ 

Thel'^s^Abest I can do. 

And tM^^amall thing — 
in a rafreobeKrioment you 
one! fold me] 

"Never riavejfffls/ 

Thenfy#u tired to pinch me 
now what you 
it i 

^wise thing all the 

I won't, I promise I won't, 
just in case they're like you. 


You were the one 
who understood 


Where are you now? 






Stepping Out of Line, A Workbook on Lesbianism and Feminism 
by Nyrrt Hughes, Yvonne Johnson, and Yvette Perreault 
(Press Gang Publishers, 603 Powell Street, Vancouver, B.CJ 1984 

by Judy Andrew 

“A lesbian is a woman who prefers other women on many levels: 
sexually, emotion ally, intellectually, psychically — and who defines 
herself as a lesbian.” From Stepping Out of Line . 

Stepping Out of Line, "the creation of the lesbian and feminist 
communities of British Columbia/' is a project spanning back tO 
years. Over 1 00 women have contributed their stories, resources, 
and support to this workbook. 

No woman can afford to dismiss the connection between the 
oppression of women and the oppression of lesbians. Stepping 
Out of Line focuses on that connection. Lesbians are a threat to 
the structure of society as it stands now because of the implicit 
rejection of male control over women's lives and bodies. Woman- 
loving is negated in a society that worships the male ego. Any 
woman who is assertive and independent can be threatened with 
the label of lesbian, as a way of keeping her in line. 

The workbook is divided into two main categories: "The 
Workshop" and "Organizing for Change." 

"The Workshop" offers a malleable structure that will help all 
workshop participants feel safe to express themselves. It creates 
an environment of warmth and support by ensuring that guidelines 
such as confidentiality and commitment to the group are agreed 
upon before the workshop starts. Participants are encouraged to 
feel, because, as the book states, "breaking the silence on les- 
bianism can be very intense." Participants may have repressed 
their feelings about lesbianism. Each person is told that their limits 
will be respected. 

A process of defining what lesbianism means personally for each 
individual begins. It is through this process that the real defini- 
tion of a lesbian and the dispelling myths can begin to take place. 

The workshop links personal experiences with societal struc- 
tures. Certain prevailing ideologies, such as Individualism and 
Christianity, are examined critically to determine how they op- 
press women. The workshop moves towards developing a vision 
for a society which respects differences and capabilities and does 
not oppress people due to our sex, race, class, disability, or sex- 
ual orientation. The goal of developing feminist consciousness is 
to look critically at the imbalance of power and to develop means 
of redefining power, 

"Organizing for Change" speaks to women from personal 
voices; how you know you are a lesbian, dealing with the medical 
profession, protection on the job, violence against lesbians, dealing 
with families and friends, lovers and sexuality, to name a few. 
This is vital Information for people interested in the lives of les- 
bians, and is used in conjunction with the workshop. 

The powerful documentation tells women that our voices count 
and deserve to be heard. It compells all readers to act towards 
stopping oppression now , 

Stepping Out ofUne provides concrete strategies towards work- 
ing for change. It provides somewhere to start. There are 
resources included to encourage connection and networking with 
other lesbian/feminist organizations. After each section there is 
a "Further reading" list. 

The authors acknowledge the lack of coverage they give to les- 
bians of working class and different racial backgrounds. Un- 
doubtedly, it is a shortcoming of the book, and a criticism that 
prevails in the feminist movement. 

The original idea for the workshop came about at a 1974 
meeting of the lesbian caucus of British Columbia Federation of 
Women IBCFWJ. The caucus was created because lesbian rights 
were not visible within the policy of that feminist organization. 
Thirty women gathered together determined to make people aware 
of the specific harrassment they suffered because they were les- 
bians, but also to make it understood that any feminist analysis 
must include the experience of lesbians. Consciousness-raising 
workshops to dispell myths and fears were developed and even- 
tually compiled into Stepping Out of Line , 
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It happened to me t£ 

But — she d 
she does 

She gives^ne arh 
pornography 

Object if icatjp/flis go 
for tme sex 


You were the one 
who understood 


Where are you now? 


Broken Promises 


Tapas 


by Sage Sinats 


Among your nutmeg thighs 
my corn silk spine 
your rose lips fall 
caught 

by thymely verbs 
your carob tips 
taste 

my hungry words 



IEVERYW OMANS 
BOOKS ■■ 


by Carole Fast 

He said he loved you. 

He cried and said he was sorry and he'd never hurt you 
again. 

He said he'd stop drinking and go for help. 

But it happened again. 

He brought you roses 

He begged for your forgiveness and said he’d never hit you 
again 

But it happened again 
He threw his supper on the floor. 

He left and came back to curse and beat you. 

He said he was sorry and blamed it on his boss. 

He asked you to give him one more chance. 

But it happened again, 

TEN YEARS HAVE COME AND GONE. 

He still promises — it will never happen again. 
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Abortion 

corVt from page 1 

is used in first trimester abor- 
tions, any pain that may be ex- 
perienced is minimal According 
to a pamphlet on abortion pro- 
duced by the Birth Control, 

"The risk of dying 
from a legal abor- 
tion in Canada is 
less than the risk 
of dying from 
delivering a 
baby." 

V*D., and Abortion Information 
and Referral Service, "the most 
immediate complication (of 
abortion) is damage to the 
womb. Such damage will occur 
in well under one percent of the 
cases"* The risk of dying from 
a legal abortion in Canada is 
less than the risk of dying from 
delivering a baby"* 

Margaret Prevost of Vic- 
tone's Birth Control Clinic feels 
that second trimester (saline) 
abortions very often would not 
be necessary if the taw was 
amended to make abortion 
more accessible. For women in 
small isolated communities 


where there are no clinics or 
hopsitals performing abortion 
and/or physician who is willing 
to help them, by the time they 
find a doctor and a facility, they 
are frequently into their second 
trimester, 

A woman who receives ade- 
quate counselling regarding her 
pregnancy, and who obtains 
support once her decision is 
made, has less reason to agon- 
ize about the pregnancy* This 
could eliminate the need for a 
second trimester abortion 
(should she decide to end her 
pregnancy). 

In Victoria it is left up to the 
discretion of the physician per- 
forming the abortion what 
counselling is provided. Accor- 
ding to Margaret Prevost, a 

woman receiving pregnancy 
test at the Birth Control Clinic, 
is always given counselling* 
Donna Denman, nurse at U Vic's 
Health Services says that staff 
provide unbiased information 
and counselling for the preg- 
nant woman and are supportive 
of whatever choice she makes* 

Christine Munson states that 
abortion is a "sin" and symp- 
tom of "the moral disorder of 
our society". But as one mem- 
ber of the audience pointed out. 


it essential to consider the 
"social sins" which cause wo- 
men to turn to abortion. For ex- 
ample, the fact that single 
mothers comprise one of the 
poorest socio-economic groups 
in Canada, and that women J 
seek abortion after being raped. 

in a WEBA pamphlet is one 
woman's statement; "The man 
who raped me took a few min- 
utes of my life, but I took my 
baby's entire life**. I perpetrated 
the worse crime"* In agreement 
a WEBA pregnancy counsellor 
says, "when a woman is think- 
ing about having an abortion**, 
we tell her: nothing man has 
ever done to woman compares 
to what woman has done to 
herself through abortion"* 
Though Reagan claims to be a 
"pro-life", it is known that the 
U.S. provides aid to military re- 
gimes such as those in El Salva- 
dor and Guatemala who are res- 
ponsible for the death of thou- 
sands of innocent women and 
children. 

Ignorance regarding birth 
control is the source of unex- 
pected teen pregnancies like 
Christine's. Avenues of com- 
munication concerning this 
issue are still fairly restricted. 


The politics of reproduction 
eon't from page 1 


poetry 


For My Father 


by Michelle Escham 


As a lesbian feminist, who 
wants to have children, I find 
myself stuck in a dilemma. If I 
have a child, it is because I 
want to fulfill my maternal 
desires and because I believe 
that it represents the ultimate 
power of women, I must con- 
sider, then, how my action fits 
into the ultimate goal of 
feminism. Do I need to include 
a man in my life, not for the pur- 
pose of obtaining sperm but 
because men need to feel part 
of the process? I really have no 
need of a man save for the 
donation of sperm* I have a 
strong family of women; a sup- 
portive and creative environ- 
ment for raising a child* 

Mary O'Brien argues against 
separatism. The last paragraph 
from her book. The Politics of 
Reproduction, reads: 

Finally , the integration of 
women on equal terms into 
the productive process is a 
necessary but not sufficient 
condition of liberation. 
Liberation also depends on 
the reintegration of men on 
equal terms into reproduc- 
tive process. Perhaps one 
might have the temerity to 
rephrase one of Marx's more 
cefebrated pronouncements. 
In a rational human society , 
people witt be producers in 
the morning , child carers in 
the afternoon , and critical 
critics in the evening . Only 
then can men and women 
abandon a long preoccupa- 
tion with steeping together 
In favour of being awake 
together * fp. 210). 

If I am concerned with the 
greater goals of feminism, the 
unity of men and women in 
reproduction for the transfor- 
mation of the world, must I 
share my children with men? 

I am still not prepared to 
answer 'yes' to this question, 
but neither does 'no' feel com- 
fortable. I cannot match theory 
and practice yet, and until I can, 
'praxis' is unattainable. 


The reason for Christine's 
pregnancy perfectly exemplifies 
this; her mother wouldn't per- 
mit birth control for her daugh- 
ter on religious and "moral" 
grounds. 

In a 1980 comparison study 
of adolescent females atten- 
ding Canadian birth control 
clinics, E*S* Herald and M*S. 
Goodwin found that among 1 6- 
1 7 year olds, 32 percent were 
sexually active. Vet were not 
using any form of birth control 
because they were afraid their 
parents might find out they 
were using contraception. Thir- 
ty percent of the same group 
stated their reason for not us- 
ing birth control was fear of 
consulting a physician. Clearly, 
parental guidance, birth control 
counselling and services must 
be made available for those 
teens who are sexually active 
before the number of abortions 
among teens can be reduced* 

The pro-choice faction advo- 
cates an educated, informed 
chqice for the pregnant woman* 
"Choice" does not mean the 
choice to have an abortion — 
but rather the choice to have 
one or not to have one — a 
choice that a woman must be 
prepared to live with either 
way. 


page 3 


Emily Dickinson 
1830-1886 

Born in 
Massachusetts, 
Emily Dickinson liv- 
ed an outwardly 
uneventful life. She 
remained in her 
father's house, liv- 
ing as a spinster 
daughter, and spent 
most of her time in 
her room. She pro- 
duced 1,775 poems 
which she bound in 
booklets with a dar- 
ning needle and 
carefully placed in 
trunks to be found, 
read, and published 
after her death. She 
called it a "A letter 
to the world.” 


The Emily 


I thought I'rL-hp 

, crazy with Jjriump| 
p Ginned A 
, primer dm I da^es a 
3£>ur3|T-ave,* 
jt h ere 

TuaW&Ye known wf\en 
bu ifePrth h letter, 

Ibecjf upa/you W/er wrote, 
since/the tii 

ch/fl^iged yoiW write a 

POi 

/as the first timV Never 
defeated you, 
and it was an unfair b; 
but so were your racing 
equations, as you knew. 

Your letter gives no answers, 
no explanations, 
and thank God, no apology, 
only that question, “How are 
you?'' 

tell you, living 

Ith the same old 
r your face. 

^at I might have tried 
you more 
if I'd thoD^ht you cared? 
'couRNtel lylsg the last time 
you caNe tcN^ bedroom, 
✓hen 1 screened 
and you laugl 
but left without touching me, 
the whole time my hand held 
a knife underneath my 
pillow. 


Or about the time I hid in that 
oak in our yard, 
with the steel marble in my 
slingshot trained on your 
temple 

for almost an hour while you 
slept in the sun. 

I used to kill grouse from ten 
yards, 

you were only fifteen feet 
away. 

What can I tell you? 

Every time I cut myself, I 
rejoice! 

iKs a little more of you left 
ilpiess in a band-aid 
What can I tell you? 

You'r\ dead, it's over, for 
you. 

JV/on'tlbegrudge you the 
iaceN 

The&s Pjabest I can do. 

And thing — 

in a rajelsobe^nornent you 
one* ibid me] 

"Nev«r riaveWas.' 

ThenlyAu tded to pinch me 
sofr’p lyow what you 
rti 

'wise thing all the 

I won't, I promise I won't, 
just in case they're like you. 
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ONGOING 

EVENTS... 


DRAWINGS, PAINTINGS AND ET 
CHINGS BY CATHERINE MACTAVISH 
Peacock Billiards, 502 Discovery. 
384-3332. 


FRIDAY FEB. 15 f 

WOMEN'S VALENTINE DANCEJOpen 
Space, 510 Fort St. 383-883.V9 pm. 
$3. Tickets: Mezzrow's, Operf Space, 
Lyle's Place. 


EMILY CARR: 50 YEARS, Emily Carr 
Gallery, 1 107 Wharf St. 387-3080 


FEB. 7-28 

GATHIE FLAK: A SURVEY 1978-1 984. 
Art Gallery of Greater Victoria. 1040 
Moss St. 384-4101 


WEDNESDAY MARCH 6 


A CELEBRATION OF WOMEN. 2nd An- 
nual Victoria International Women's 
Rim Festival. SUB Theatre. 721-8353. 
Sponsored by UVic Women's Centre 
and Cinecenta. 


SATURDAY FEB. 16 


ABORTION STORIES FROM NORTH 
AND SOUTH and DEMOCRACY ON 
TRIAL 2 pm UVic Cinecenta. Spon- 
sored by CARAL, UVic Women's Cen- 
tre and Students for Choice on 
Abortion. 

EVERYWOMANS BOOKS 10th AN- 
NIVERSARY CELEBRATION. Tea and 
cake served at store, 641 Johnson St. r 
10:30 am - 5:30 pm. 


FEB. 18-28 

RECENT ART WORK BY GWEN 
CURRY. McPherson Library, UVic. 


THURSDAY MARCH 7 


ANNE CAMERON and 2 DAUGHTERS, 
readings and performance. Neweombe 
Theatre, B.C. Provincial Museum 8 pm. 


EVENING CELEBRATION at 7:30 pm. 
Open Space, 510 Fort St. Readings by 
P.K. Page, Rona Murray, Betsy 
Warland, Daphne Marlatt; music with 
Ezzell, Sue Ellenton, Carolyn Dryberg, 
and Jan Gillanders. Suggested dona- 
tion $2.00. Catering by the Women's 
Coffeehouse. 


A CELEBRATION OF WOMEN Film 
Festival continues at Cinecenta, SUB 
Theatre, UVIC. 721-8353. 


CFRO 


Vancouver Co-op Radio, in 
Victoria 103.1 fm on cable, 


FRIDAY MARCH 8 


INTERNATIONAL WOMEN'S DAY and 
conclusion of WOMEN'S DECADE 
1975-1985. 


MONDAY 7:30 pm 

WOMAN VISION 

Feb. 18 Women's Humor. 

Feb. 27 Mothers and Daughters 
daughters following in their mothers 
footsteps. 


WEDNESDAY FEB. 20 


POETRY & PROSE READING. 4 
Women Writers read from their works. 
Sharon Thesen, Erin Moure, Anne Less- 
Ingham, Constance Rooke. Open 
Space, 510 Fort St. 8:00 pm. $3/$2 
students and members. Sponsored by 
Canada Council and UVic Dept, of 
Women's Studies. 


WOMEN'S COFFEEHOUSE SIP F N DIP. 
Women interested in seeing a resurrec- 
tion of "FLAGRANT" should attend. 
Flagrant collective members will be on 
hand, as well as our usual coffees, teas 
& goodies. 1923 Fernwood St. 8:30 
pm. 


THURSDAY 8:30 pm 

THE LESBIAN SHOW 

Feb. 14 What does Valentines Day 

mean to Vancouver Lesbians, its 

herstory, symbols and music, 

Feb. 21 LOCAL WOMEN'S ART - 
from scutture to video to poetry. Possi- 
ble guests will be : Beck woman, Ann 
Cameron, Sara Diamond and poetry by 
Johanna. 

Feb. 28 DYKES IN B.C. PLACE - the 
continuing saga of Captain Queer, and 
the crew of the spaceship Dykotrone. 
Don't miss this exciting episode. 


MONDAY FEB. 25 


WOMEN'S POTLUCK 

Unitarian Church , , * for further details 

call 721-8353 


GENDER, STATUS AND CLASS: AN 
ANALYSIS OF THE CANADIAN OC- 
CUPATIONAL STRUCTURE. Lecture/ 
Discussion, Dr. William Carroll, Dept, 
of Sociology. One of the "RESEARCH 
ON WOMEN NETWORK" series led by 
UVic Faculty. 1 2:30 - 1 :30 pm Cornett 
B-108. Bring bag lunch. Free 
admission. 


A CELEBRATION OF WOMEN Film 
Festival continues at Cinecenta, SUB 
Theatre, UVic. 721-8353 


SATURDAY, MARCH 9 


FRIDAY 7:30 pm 

Feb. 15 TRUE CONFESSIONS: One 
summer, producer Gayle Scott remark- 
ed that Ferron needed a manager. 
Eventually she took the job. Now, 
almost seven years later, the two 
women are making musical history. 
Tonight, Gayle Scott is the featured 
guest. 


THEATRE, DANCE, MUSICAL 
PRESENTATION "Dance Spirit Dance" 
Women performers at Integrated Arts 
Centre 8 pm. Cost $3. In celebration 
of International Women's Day. 


WEDNESDAY FEB. 27 


WOMEN'S COFFEEHOUSE POKER. 
Aristotle, Mae West, Joan of Arc. All 
of these people either played poker or 
knew someone who did, or wished 
they'd known how. Don't be left out! I 
1923 Fernwood St. 8:30 pm. 


MONDAY, MARCH 25 


Feb. 22 TRUE CONFESSIONS; Back to 
the confessional for one night only is 
ex-Catholic girl, Kandace Kerr. She's 
also the station manager of CITR Radio 
and one of the most prolific journalists 
this part of the world has ever seen. 
This is the final episode in this series 
of musical autobiographies. 


WOMEN IN NQN-TRADITIONAL OC- 
CUPATIONS. Lecture/discussion, Dr, 
Norma Mickelson, Faculty of Educa- 
tion. Part of the "RESEARCH ON 
WOMEN NETWORK" series. 12:30 - 
1 :3Q pm, Cornett B-108. Bring lunch. 
Free admission. 


THURSDAY FEB. 28 


THE PACIFIC REGION IN THE 
NUCLEAR AGE. Presentation by Dr. 
Rosalie Bertel I, director of institute of 
Concern for Public Health, Toronto. 
12:30 pm SUB Theatre. 7:30 pm, St, 
Andrew's Hall, 1002 Pandora Ave. 
Donation 


IF YOU WISH TO INCLUDE EVENTS OF INTEREST TO AND CONCERNING 
WOMEN IN THE CALYNDER, PLEASE SEND INFORMATION TO: THE EMILY, 
P.0, BOX 1 700, UVIC SUB, VICTORIA, B.C. 


CALLING ALL COURAGEOUS 
CRONES/FAR OUT OLDER 
LESBIANS (F.O.Q.L.s) 

Are you a "Courageous 
Crone" or "Far Out Older Les- 
bian," or do you aspire to be 
one? If so 1 would like to com- 
municate with you, and maybe 
we could form a network? a 
web of Crones. 

At the age of 56, I feel the 
time has come to start looking 
at what will be happening, 
where will I be, who will be 
there with me — in another 20 
- 30 - 40 years, when I'm 76, 
86, 96 and so on , . . 

I've dreams and visions of 
what it could be like — there 
must be others out there feel- 
ing as I do — who have had life 
changes, who think of the 
years ahead and what an ex- 
citing time we can have filling 
them with our schemes and 
dreams. 

The youngers have lots of 
stuff happening for them — and 
politically I support the many 
issues that arise , , , however, 
I look for a Peer group to ex- 
change ideas and explore our 
own future, 1 personally have 
no ageist concepts about when 
one becomes a CRONE, and 
have met women of many ages 
who are crone oriented, so 
whatever age you are feel free 
to share . . . 

I am not NEEDY, or looking 
for a Partner. I fill my time quite 
ably, I have many interests. 
But I would enjoy contact with 
other interesting, exciting, 
challenging, aware, artistic, 
musical (self taught), warm, 
caring , life-loving/protecting, 
creative, stimulating women, 
who like to use their energy in 
a positive way. 

I look for life partners for my 
FUTURE AGE, 

Write, Emma Joy, c/o The Emi- 
ly, PO Box 1 700, Victoria, 
V8N 2Y2. 


Not everyone agrees that^ II I I IJ I I 
per is the solution to ending^^ ® 111 # l 


sexist language. Recent 
remarks in the Martlet are 
evidence of this. 

Most of the critics refused 
to acknowledge that sexism 
existed. One person com- 
pared us to kittens, that purr 
when stroked. No wonder per 
doesn't want to change the 
sexual dichotomy; per doesn't 
consider us part of the same 


species. Other people thought 
genital mutilation was the 
answer. What an intelligent 
ideal 

What these comments 
show Is the anger and fear 
that emerges when people's 
ideas about gender are 
challenged. Gender distinction 
is entrenched and people feel 
threatened by other 
possibility?.. . , s 


That we are not seen as 
equal human beings worthy of 
recognition is a predominant 
theme running throughout 
Martlet letters. Well, sorry, 
we are human beings, and 
we'll fight sexism like yours 
until it's eradicated. 

Thanks to the Martlet staff 
for pursuing an alternative. If 
nothing else, it has revealed 
the blatant discrimination that 
exists on campus. □ 


Staff 


Contributors this issue: 
Kristin Norget, Lee Beile, 
Julia, Carole Fast, Romi 
Casper, Sage Sinats, 
Charlotte Ostrowski, Emma 
Joy, Margaret Sharrocks, Col- 
een Barclay, Michelle Eschom, 
Judy Andrew. 

Lay out design by Sage 
Sinats. 



